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Integrating Urban Waterways Framework
in Urban River Management
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Urban Waterways

Water security

Biodiversity

Flood resilience

Public health

Livelihoods

Culture
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v" Urban waterways are one of the few urban assets that simultaneously
deliver ecological, social and economic value.

v They exist within a larger system.

v’ Cities are critical nodes in this system.

v’ This system must be measured and modeled.
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The problem

Fragmented restoration, limited impact

Many isolated projects...
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...lead to short-term results that don’t last

What is missing?

An integrated systems approach
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o The challenge is not restoring individual sites.
N2 Qﬂ It is coordinating decisions across an entire urban water system.
We have many restoration projects.
Ty We do not have restoration systems.
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' Renewing Urban Waterways Approach

OB &

An integrated systems approach for lasting impact

Ll Baseline assessment —©

Understand the system
through data and analysis

——® Natural infrastructure
IUCN Urban Nature

——® Urban systems Indexes (UNI)

~———® Land use & governance @ :}}{ﬁ @

———=e Risk model 1. Consumption 2. Human 3. Habitat
Drivers Pressures Status
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4, Species 5. Nature's 6. Governance
Status Contributions Responses.
to People

w Integrated waterway ———©

strategy

Co-design a citywide strategy
with stakeholders

m Investment mobilization &

NbS implementation

Mobilize finance and implement
priority nature-based solutions

m Monitoring, learning ——o

& scaling

Track outcomes, share learnings
and scale across cities
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How is RUW different?

Conventional

Renewing Urban Waterways

Site projects

Watershed systems

Engineering

Nature-based planning

Single agencies

Whole-of-government

Restoration

Adaptive management

One-time funding

Investment pipeline

No common metrics

UNI framework

INTERNATIONAL UNION FOR CONSERVATION OF NATURE

NMCG
Urban River
Management Plan
(URMP)

India’s city-level
instrument for river
rejuvenation

Thailand DWR

URBAN Project
(IK1)

—

Climate-resilient
urban waterways
in Thai cities

URBA

N

BIODIVERSITY g
i w /

Not replacing. Connecting. Scaling. Strengthening.

IUCN

Urban Nature
Indexes (UNI)

Global framework to
measure nature in
cities

Renewing Urban
Waterways (RUW)

An integrated systems

Connects tools,
initiatives & investments
to deliver watershed-wide
impact
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Q One goal: Healthy rivers, resilient cities, thriving communities

0 SDG 6
X ,, Clean Water

& Sanitation
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Advancing global goals

M, spG
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& Communities

SDG 15
* Q Life on Land

" Targets 1, 2, 3,12

Global Biodiversity
Framework (GBF)
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