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I ndia’s irrigation financing challenge
The objective is shifting from creating assets delivering reliable services and
resilience
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I ndia’s existing irrigation financing architecture

Public finance remains the backbone, supported by institutional and external capital
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The issue is not the absence of financing channels. It is how to depl oy

each source strategically for the outcomes expected.
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From financing assets to financing outcomes
Physical infrastructure is necessary, but it does not automatically deliver reliable

irrigation
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What ADB experience in India demonstrates

Financing can combine infrastructure with delivery models, institutions and efficiency
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Di fferentiated financing for different irrigation investments
Match instruments to public-good content, revenue potential, risk and

institutional requirements
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Not every component should generate a financial return, and not every
component must rely entirely on government budgets.
) ADB
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Three financing models for irrigation
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Public finance can reward outcomes, enable user participation and crowd in viable

capital
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